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The marine fishery of Gujarat is by and large sustained by the operation 
of three major gears, viz., trawls, gil! nets and do1 nets. Demersal finfish 
resources have played a major role i n  shaping the fishery of the state ever 
since the inception of commercial fishery, especially by trawlers about four 
and a half decades ago. The fishing grounds off Saurashtra and Dwarka 
have been identified as among the best in the world, with an abundance 
of large-sized demersal fishes, best exemplified by the "ghol-koth-dam" 
fishery of the state. Elasmobranchs, catfishes, lizardfishes, threadfins, 
croakers, perches, pomfrets and whitefish are major contributors to the 
state's marine fish landings. Together, these resources accounted for about 
30-37% of the annual average marine fish catch of the state during the period 
197 1-99. However, an analysis of the contribution of each of these resources 
to the total fish catch over the years reveals a considerable shift i n  the 
dominance of these resources in the landings. Major changes include the 
virtual disappearance of whitefish, threadfins and pomfrets from the first 
fifteen slots and the dominance of croakers, especially the lesser-valued 
species. The "ghol-koth-duru" fishery which was supported by large-sized 
sciaenids and threadfins, has now become practically non-existent. The 
growing prominence of cephalopods and some pelagic resources like 
ribbonfishes, clupeids and carangids, along with the emergence of non- 
penaeid shrimps as a major component of the trawl net and do1 net catches 
has diminished the role of these demersal resources. However, the decline 
in contribution by these groups has been balanced by an increase i n  the 
contribution of other resources like lizardfishes, threadfin breams, catfishes 
and elasmobranchs, thus sustaining the role of this group in terms of quantity 
of catch. 
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The marine fishing industry of Gujarat is supported by a fleet of over 21,000 
fishing vessels, of which 65% are mechanised. The major part of the fish 
production is obtained by the operation of trawls, gill nets and do1 nets. The 
fishery resources can be broadly classified into four main groups - pelagic 
finfishes, demersal finfishes, crustaceans and cephalopods. Dernersal finfish 
resources have played a major role in shaping the fishery of the state ever since 
the inception of commercial fishery, especially by trawlers, about four and a half 
decades ago. 









